
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to
oF(S 275.275Q)

Certificate and Cost Bill
Review and Approval ....

Verification

ORDER NO. 02 - 2004

)

)

)

)

)
)

[December 2003 Distribution]

\ilFIEREAS, on December29,1994, the Board ofCounryCommissioners adopted Order
No. 338-94 which, among other things, authorized the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection District
(RFPD) to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to the impaction on

the District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas

fields; and

\7HEREAS, this reimbursement would be made to the Vernonia Rural Fire Protection
District out of the proceeds received pursuant to ORS 275.275(2); md

\flHEREAS, on December 26,2003, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of budgeted

expenditures for the 200 3-2004 fiscd,year, along with the coresponding percentage which is a result

of impaction in the amount of $30,345.00 cerdfied to be for the costs described above; and

\flHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia County
Deputy Treasurer has verified said costs; and

\IHEREAS, the relevant billings, certification, approval andverification referred to above

are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as follows:

. ExhibitA
, Exhibit B
. Exhibit C; and

\trHEREAS, t}re amount offunds available for reimbursement for impaction at this time is
$17,764.17 and by prior authorization, Vernonia RFPD is entitled to 34o/o of those funds; and

\flHEREAS, this matteris nowbefore the BoardofCountyCommissioners forapprovalof
reimbursementin theamountof$6,039.82whichis theallowable amount ofreimbursementfor the
above-mentioned costs approved pursuant to Order No. 338-94 and Order No. 02 - 2004;

NO\f, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Vernonia RFPD shall be

reimbursed in the amount of $6,039.82 as a portion oftheir operational costs due to impaction on
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j the district by natural gas exploration, dwelopment, ffansportation and storage in the Mist gas fields,

as described in the attached Exhibit A.

DATED ,t * lEaay ofJanua ry,2004.

FOR

Approved as to form

Byt
of Counsel

By'

S:\COUNSEL\GAS\IMPACT\2003VERNONIA\DEC 03 ORDER.wpd

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
UNTY OREGON

By,

l
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FROhI : UERNONIH RFPD

FIRE COMPANY
Phone: (503) 429-8252

27s.27s (2) (b).

FtrX NO. : 5@3 429 29e,@

E)il-IIBIT A

Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District

Dec. 26 2A@3 A4i4?Pl1 Pz

*
555 East Briclge Street

PO Box 346
Vernonia, OR 97064

CERTIFICATE

Dated this 22n.d day of December 2003

\ERNONIA RLTRA], FIRE

PROTECTION DISTRICT

Stevo Weller Board

Paul Eplcr,

EMS COMPANY
Phone: (503) 429-4600

on behalf of the vernoni.a Rural Fire Protection District, we catifi that the attached

.,Exhibit A,' is a listinl of budgeted expenditures for the 2003-2004 fiscal year along wrth the

corresponding percentage, which ir 
" 

routt or*Lnpaction".on ths district- This "Impaction"' is

due to the nat'rar gas exproration, development, transpoftation and storage in the Mist gas fields'

It has been determineA iiut a ponion of these operation eosts are reimbursable under ORS



FRDI4 : UEI?NONIF RFPD

followingPage.

FFX NO. : 5@3 4?9 29Ag De,c. 26 2@A3 g4i4?PY P3

COST OF OPERATION REI,ATED TO IMPAC ION

prior to the development of the naluml gas {ields in columbia county' the vernonia Rural Fire

protection Distrioi Gffi *irt, u rauri"omrorubre rine.of equipment and persorrrrel, for the

purpose of providinffrre protectiort to it't.itittttt' Our line of equipment irrcluded the

following; a t9!4c]ass "A" pumpet, 
"nJt 

iight duty salvagc andrqscue vEhicle' Our abilities

to provide in the rrrban interfac, Or ,vitAfandtt"t were littie to none' Training was also very

limitetl rdue to lack of funds and other resources'

When natural gns ,^'as being explored and production soon.foltowed'; Mist Birkenfsld along with

vernonia saw the need to seek ways * 
"rri"i 

the additionar oost to the disricts for additional

services that wo*ld be needed as u resuli oi*no"l gas fields. The risk of a majot incident

increased as a result of the continued i"cr*r" in thJnumber of producingand activE gas fields'

Legislative action *r, tuk* and the implementation ofthe "Impact Frutd" was the rpsult'

since the start of'Impact Fund distribution" Mist Birkenfeld and vernonia have used those funds

to upgnde appatattns, replace, or to outriglrt purohase equipmertt' All of which would be called

upon in tbe cvent ;; g; reht"d u*"rg".-n"y. This has *oikea very well as a means to obtain

this very asssgf€ry equipment to proviie J"q*t" services- It has been an efgective tool for

small fire distrias such as ours to ftnd these projects^

As we have seen over the cou1ge ofgre ysars, the firnding.from the gas royalties has diminished a

great deal, as production of gas has slow.d. Ho*"*,*r, thi{3p1;p54g and.s-+rrtmer there was

much work done in or' area on upgrading the local gas 1i"*" *d there wss one pralrty in whi9.!t-

;;iil:;il;tilil * *iu"iuioo it * o.rr ru"dio.ss ilust not decrpase' and our resPonse

capability 
^rrrr 

r*iiuin intact" and we must also continue to improve our equipment and our

departnent a, factors continue to chail;; fre, the disrrict, have realizsd a need for the clay-tu

day operations ofthc tire district that iJa directly related to the production" storago'

trimspottstion, or exprontion for naturil pr ur iil withirr the borrndary of or-r fire distict-

Thus'wEhavedecidedtorequestreirnbursemEntforsuchcostsbasedonapercentageofour
annual operating budger, und ha.re d;;;;urert< down of o* cosl of operation on the
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COS'T'OF OPERA ION

The equiprnent needed to oPerate within our culrent ISO radng of 5 in our city area and Plass E'9

irr oru rural area is: .fwo class "A" pumpe;;, qE 451,l[/;54)" one 2000 gallon pumper / tender

(*sz),one r000 eu[oitender (wr456i. we arso have available trained volunteers to opernte

this equipment (cunent roster of 26)-

The equipment we woulcl need to have an adeqrrate defense for any type of gas related

emergency could include all of the uUo* *""tioned cquipment as well as some additional' all

based on the serrerityaoa duration ofthe incident' equipment needed would be three lbam

units, cunently *" bt". two, the ,*rorrJ oi* ** cornpleted in the summer of 1999' Alsq

needed wou{d be special rescue equipment (rope rescrre equipmsnt)' in the event of an

entrapment on ajob site or production site'

Three years ago rhis last spring the district appropriated a bond irr the amount of $320'000 in

order to obtain rhe resources to upgrade ne ne"aid equipment. whioh wauld be needsd in the

everrt ofthe major irrcident related to natural gFs- At ihe end of June 1999 we received a new

engine that includes a pumper with comp.orrJd air fbarn cagabilitiesl-$?39'000)' our rescue has

been upgraded to inctude iadio, for an upgra,led commandsystem ($3s'!!!) and our utilitv

chassis has been changed over ftom a}}; to a 4x4. A cost of about $10,000' which will come

out of the board b"d# because it does not fall under the guidelines appropriated for the bond'

The atove me*ioi& eq,ripmerrt will give the district adequate defense fol any tvpe of qas-

related emergency, but we will also have long fange plarrs io keep ow equipment upgraded as

the commwrity and the rreed for response grows'

our department ryould also be orre of Mist Birkenfeld's first lines of Mutual Aid in a gas related

emsfgency, buth for resources and rnanpower, our department has devoted rnuch dme and

enerry to see ro itttrat we are able to prlvide improved services for our citizens- We havE been

able to provide one full time staffed position as wetl as one part time staffed Snsition (for

seeretariar and bookkeeping purpores) and maintain an active rost { of 26+ volunteers over the

yeafs. cost in keeping and maintaining both equipmerrt and stafffor these rypes of emergencies

is substantial. Our depaltment added Jpu* tirne Emergerrcy Maintenance Mechanic in the

spring of 2000- Responses to_a transportation incident or exploration site are only a couple of

tf,.fr-v types of responses that are likely to be required'

our additionar equiprment requirements mrst be maintained for complete readiness, as well as

heve ff,ained staff to op€rate this equipment Compleje andl1^9 *t; tt11{:,**t be kept on all

equipmerrt ana personnel. As we lavi CemonstratEd' over 2d% of our operation is based on

t adit *ss for gas dated incidents'

It can be argued th't while the cost is rlue to readiness, the community benefits by having this

additional 
"q*pm"ot 

a,'d tainee tt c?r tr*ffiseo[trnpaction incidenrs' yg.g*tments
for this, the cost of mair,taining u t u* ;f readiness is at least 15% of general opemtron'



FftOi-1 : L,ERNONIR RFPD

Personal Services

Materials and Services

Capitol Ouflay

Contingerrcies

Engine $230'000

Rescue $ 3E"000

Box Conversion $ 12,000

utility chanBe over s 1o,ooo

Total $290,000

FRX NO. : 503 429 29AE

$97,250

Dec. 26 ?:gA3 A4:43P1'1 P5

o

The following is a listing of budgeted expenditures rolJrqJO03-2004 fiscal year and the

conespond.ing percentage, which is a result of "Impaction"'

$ 64,400

$ 9,500

$ 7,.l 50

Sub Total $ 17E"300 $ 28,170.00

) *ore: The amount of impact funds will affect the number of years our new equipment will be in

ser$ce.

$ 14,587.50

'$ g,eoo.oo

$ 1,425

$ 1,072.50

?0 yeaT,depreciarioq

$ 11,500

$ 1,900

$ 600

'_::___"_

$ 14,500

15% beaction

s 1.725

$ 28s

$qo

$75

$ 2.175

Total amorurt requested forreimbursetnent $ 30,345'00-
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Board of Commissioners
230 Strand Street, Rm 331, St. Helens, Oregon 97051-2096 *Ph:503-397-4322

*Fax 503-397-7243

Commissioner Rita Bernhard
Commissioner Anthony Hyde
Commissioner Joe Corsiglia
Jan Greenhalgh, Board Secretary

(bernhar@co.columbia.or. us)
(hvdet@co.columbia.or. us)
(corsiqi@co.columbia.or. us)
(qreenhi@co.columbGnE{iUrr

MEMORANDUM

TO Ruth Baker, Deputy Treasurer

FROM Board of Commissioners

DATE January 12,2004

Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District's December 26.2003, Request for
Reimbursement, Certificate and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the December 26, 2003,
request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on
the districtof naturalgas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist
gas fields. The Board has determined that the documentation is adequate and that the
operational costs incurred meetthe requirements forwhich the Board originally approved
reimbursement, under ORS 275.275(2\, in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimburse-
ment, as required by ORS 275.275(2), and sign and return the attached verification
document.

Thank you

RE

S1COUN SEL\GAS\MPACT\2OO3VERNONIA\DEC TREAS MEMO.WPd



EXHIBIT C

COLT]MBIA COUIYTY

Office of the Deputy Treasurer
Ruth Baker

Columbia County Courthous e

St. Helens, Oregon 9705 I

VERIFICATION

Pursuantto ORS 275.275(2Xb), l have reviewed the attached December26, 2003,
request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire

Protection District and hereby veriff that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a
portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on the district of natural gas

exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of
County Commissioners has determined these costs to be reimbursable under ORS
275.275(2Xb) and for which distribution has been authorized in Order No. 338-94 and

Order No. 02-2004.

Dated tnis /6&, dayof January, 2oO4

COLUMBIA COUNTY TREASURER

By: /</\A /)/*
Ruth Baker, Deputy Treasurer

S:\COUNSEL\GAS\IMPACTUOO3VERNONIA\DEC VERlFY.wpd


